THE WATER PIPE

WALKING TOUR

Cañon City Council began debating a new
water system in 1906. The abandoned
State Canal No. 1 was chosen as the ideal
location. A combination of paid and prison
labor was used to build the new pipeline.

TUNNEL
DRIVE

The wooden portion of the pipe ran for
seven miles through the gorge and had a
carrying capacity of 22 feet per second.
The 30 inch diameter pipeline was made of
cedar which is more rot resistant than
other woods, making it a good material for
a water pipe.
The pipeline supplied water to the city
from 1910-1973. A wood pipeline was
deemed the better option over metal due
to the nature of the gorge. Should a rock
fall from the canyon walls and strike the
pipe, wood was much easier to repair than
metal. Employees could carry a few pieces
of wood into the gorge and repair the pipe
whereas there would be no feasible way to
bring a machine into the gorge to fix metal
sections of pipeline. Every fix required
employees to walk down the gorge. Often,
the only place to walk was on the pipeline
itself. At the end of Tunnel Drive, the
pipeline transitioned to metal.

THE ROYAL GORGE
REGIONAL MUSEUM
& HISTORY CENTER

LOOKING FOR
MORE?
Royal Gorge Regional Museum
& History Center
612 Royal Gorge Blvd.
(719)269-9036
historycenter@canoncity.org
museum.canoncity.org

Tunnel Drive was originally part of an
irrigation ditch known as State Canal No. 1.
Construction began in 1892 and was paid for
by the state. Prison labor accounted for much
of the work on the ditch. The work stopped in
1903 when Governor Peabody saw the slow
rate of progress and high expense.
The ditch sat empty until 1908 when the city
decided to use it to place a new metal portion
of the water pipeline. The pipe was placed in
the ditch and covered over with dirt and
gravel forming a road running partially into
the gorge.
In 1990, the drive closed due to safety
concerns. The iron bridges built to support
the water pipeline and cars of the early 1900s
were not strong enough for the weight of
modern vehicles. The road even collapsed in a
few places under the weight of road graders.

GEOLOGY

The Royal Gorge is the result of erosion. At its
deepest, the gorge is 1,250 feet deep. The rocks
are the oldest in the area.

After walking through the third
tunnel, turn around to see the
layers of different colored rock!

Two billion years ago there were layers of
sedimentary rock and volcanic rock that were
buried deep within the earth. Over time these
layers were altered with heat and pressure to
become metamorphic rock. If you look along the
gorge you can see the layered rocks.
Tens of millions of years later, hot molten rock
was injected into these layers. When you look
around you see these strange looking veins and
blobs of dark rock that came in later.

ARKANSAS RIVER
The Arkansas River is the 6th longest river in the United
States and the 45th longest river in the world. It flows
through Colorado, Kansas, Oklahoma, and Arkansas. The
origin of the river is in Lake County, Colorado near
Leadville. The river is populated with brown and rainbow
trout.

Tunnel Drive officially re-opened in July 1997
as a hiking and biking trail.

The Arkansas River in Fremont
County made up 40 percent of
the 2016 total, counting 223,878
guests.

Whitewater rafting has been around far longer than you
might think. The first recorded attempt to navigate the
Snake River in Wyoming was recorded in 1811! But it
wasn’t until the 1840’s that the first rubber raft is thought
to have been invented. Purchased from Horace Day, John
Charles Fremont used a rubber raft when he surveyed the
Platte River in 1842. Horace Day filed his patent on
January 15, 1846 under patent number 4356. Rafting truly
took off during the 1970s as rafts built specifically for
running rivers and rafting companies began to appear.

