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LOOKING FOR MORE?
612 Royal Gorge Blvd.
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museum.canoncity.org

104 Greenwood Ave.
310 Macon Ave.
428 Greenwood Ave. 
507 Greenwood Ave.
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907 Greenwood Ave.
930 Harrison Ave. 

This tour features
homes of early
prominent residents
of Cañon City. 

While following the
tour, please respect
private property. 



428 GREENWOOD AVE.

Built in the early 1880s, this two-story stone home built in the early

1880s functioned as a boarding house and a residence for Maria

Sheetz and her two daughters Magdalene and Helen. Maria

moved to Colorado in 1872 for her health. An active member in the

community, she helped establish the library, served on the school

board, and was a member of a variety of women’s clubs. She also

advocated for women to vote. Maria lived to see women get the

right to vote before dying in 1931 at the age of 101! 

Dr. Hart Goodloe bought the house in 1908 and used it as a

hospital until 1944.

104 GREENWOOD AVE. 

Built originally as the Fremont County jail in 1876, this structure

stood next to the former courthouse before it moved to 4th and

Macon. Prior to its construction, law officers jailed offenders

wherever they had room or in the territorial prison. 

The prison’s most famous occupant was the murderer and horse

thief, George Witherell. After being captured, Sheriff Griffin

worried about bringing George Witherell to Cañon City to stand

trial. He knew the citizens wanted immediate justice. Griffin

secretly brought Witherell into the city but the news leaked and a

mob arrived at the jail. The mass of townspeople dragged

Witherell out of the jail and lynched him on a telegraph pole.

Western justice at its worst.

By 1890, the building changed into a private residence. 

310 MACON AVE. 

Known as Dr. Thomas Craven’s house, this two-story

Italianate was constructed in the early 1880s. Dr. Craven

lived in the house from 1881 to 1900. He served as County

Treasurer in 1873 and worked as a surgeon for the Denver

and Rio Grande Railroad. Craven also held the office of

president of the Fremont County Medical Society for many

years. Dr. Craven’s son Ned moved into the house in 1900

followed by W. B. Knox, owner of Knox Saloon located

behind the house on Main Street in 1904. 



821 MACON AVE. 

Samuel H. Atwater built this 10-room home in 1892. Atwater

worked as a land developer and developed the South Cañon

Addition and the Orchard Park Sub-Division. Atwater and his

family lived in the house until 1909. William H. Dozier, vice-

president of the First National Bank, purchased the house

sometime before the first World War. From the mid-1930s to the

mid-1940s, Guy Hardy, owner and editor of the Cañon City Daily

Record acquired the home as an investment. The house underwent

some renovations to become a rooming house.  Apparently, 15

layers of wallpaper were removed from the dining room walls. City

Engineer, Carl Babberger and his wife Enid bought the house in

1965. 

This home was added to the National Register of Historic Places on

March 7, 1996.

507 GREENWOOD AVE. 

Theodore and Minnie Harding resided in this house constructed in

the late 1870s. T. M. Harding opened Harding Hardware Company

on Main Street after moving here for his tuberculosis.

Unfortunately, he committed suicide in 1913 and is buried in

Greenwood Pioneer Cemetery. Minnie moved to Cañon City in 1881

and taught school. The couple married in 1882. 

After the death of Theodore, she served as president of the

Harding Hardware Co. and served on the Board of Regents for the

University of Colorado. Minnie started a loan fund in 1902 to help

women attend college. Her endowment, now known as the Minnie

L. Harding Educational Loan Fund, is still offered to young women

today. She passed away in 1937 and is buried next to her husband.

902 GREENWOOD AVE. 

Built in 1898, this building was used as a hospital and

sanitarium by Dr. Warren Howe until 1905. Howe lived on

the premises as did the nurses employed at the hospital.

His hospital was primarily geared towards treating

tuberculosis.



930 HARRISON AVE. 

This house was originally built in 1902 by O.F. Sawyer but he

didn’t live in it very long and it was already up for sale by 1905. At

that time, it was purchased by Guy U. Hardy, the man we have to

thank for Red Canyon Park, Temple Canyon Park, and the Royal

Gorge Park. 

Guy U. Hardy was born April 4, 1872. He moved to Colorado in

1894 and went to work for A.R. Frisbie at the Cañon City Record.

He purchased the newspaper in 1895 and became the editor, a

position he held for over 50 years! He started printing a daily

paper in 1906. The purchase price for the paper was only $3,000.

Hardy served as the postmaster from 1900-1904 and served seven

terms as a state representative, beginning in 1918. His foray into

politics began when he petitioned for the Royal Gorge to

become a city park. In 1906, the land was granted to Cañon City.

In 1912 he gained Temple Canyon Park for the city and then Red

Canyon Park in 1923.

907 GREENWOOD AVE.  

This house was reported as “nearly complete” in 1898. It was

owned by D.E. Gibson who was the president of Gibson

Hardware here in Cañon City. He owned at least 16 lumber

yards at one point. During the Cripple Creek fires of 1896 he

supplied the majority of material used to rebuild the city. This

home was built for a cost of $30,000 dollars which today

would be just shy of a million dollars!

An article in the newspaper in 1900 reported Gibson (and

neighbors) had to put barbed wire around their property.

Apparently, the cows came onto lawns in the evening to feast

on the grass! Drastic measures had to be made to keep lawns

from the cows.

Gibson passed away in 1927 at the age of 64 and is buried in

Lakeside Cemetery. 

Looking For More?
612 Royal Gorge Blvd.

(719) 269-9036
museum.canoncity.org


